




from a landfillletters
Find the secret message

hidden in the landfill at

the right. To crack the

code, look for all the letters

hidden in colored boxes.

Matching box colors,

fill in each box below with

the corresponding letter.

Hidden in the landfill at right are some real trashy items. 

Each is represented by a symbol shown below. How many 

of each item can you find? Put the numbers on the lines 

under the matching symbols. (One is done for you.)

Recycling aroundRecycling around
Follow the path of each squiggly line to match the number

of an object on the left side with the letter of a recycled

"second-life" product on the right side.

EarthEarth DayDay FunFun PagesPages

1

Trash and Seek!Trash and Seek!

The numbers tell you the approximate percentage of each kind 

of material found in landfills in the United States. If the numbers 

add up to 50 you've found all the trash!

Lancaster
Countyresidents

threw away
621 million

pounds of 
garbagelast year!

TEXTILES PAPER PLASTICS
RUBBER &

LEATHER

METALS

YARD

TRIMMINGS
GLASS

WOOD FOOD WASTE

I help

the

earth

by:

Hey Kids! Tell us what you do

to help the earth. You might be

on 5 CITY-TV!  Look for our

TV Truck at Pioneers Park,

Saturday, April 23rd.

1

2

3

5

A. Paper

B. Exercise
Mat

C. Fleece
Sweatshirt

D. Plastic
Flying Disk

E. Glass Bottle

The 3 arrows

in the recyclin
g

symbol re
presents

the three sta
ges of

recyclin
g: "co

llect,"

"remake" and

"use the new product."



shrinking landfillshrinking landfillthe

Buy things
like dog biscuits,
beans, chips
and rice 
in bulk.

Buy things
like dog biscuits,
beans, chips
and rice 
in bulk.

Buy food in
small
individual
packages.

Buy food in
small
individual
packages.

Throw away 
magazines
you've read.

Throw away 
magazines
you've read.

Give them 
to your
doctor or
dentist for the
waiting room.

Give them 
to your
doctor or
dentist for the
waiting room.

Clean up spills
with paper towels.
Clean up spills
with paper towels.

Clean up
spills with
a sponge.

Clean up
spills with
a sponge.

After mowing,
put grass 
clippings in a
trash bag.

After mowing,
put grass 
clippings in a
trash bag.

After mowing, leave
grass clippings on
lawn or use for
compost.

After mowing, leave
grass clippings on
lawn or use for
compost.

Buy toys
with little or no 
packaging.

Buy toys
with little or no 
packaging.

Buy toys

packaged in

cardboard

and plastic.

Buy toys

packaged in

cardboard

and plastic.

Make a container
for your rock collection
from a shoe box.

Make a container
for your rock collection
from a shoe box.

Buy a fancy 
container for
your rock 
collection.

Buy a fancy 
container for
your rock 
collection.
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h
PSST...

Do you know what

SIGNAL WORDS are?

Check this out...

signal wordssignal words
captain propellantcaptain propellant

with

Most product labels tell how good

a product is. They can also show how to

use the product safely. Know what

to look for.  The "signal words" can help.

They are on the label.

SIGNAL WORD MEANING

POISON

DANGER

WARNING

CAUTION

highly toxic

may be fatal with

short exposure;

specialized

protective

equipment needed

may be harmful

if inhaled or absorbed

by contact with

the skin

may be irritating

When you read the label, you will know what products

are safe to buy and use. Remind your parents to buy

the safest product possible.

The average

person in the

U.S. th
rows

away about

4.5 pounds

of tra
sh

each day.

The amount of 

paper that gets

trashed every year

could build a 12-

foot-highwall that stretches

across the United

States from coast to

coast.

Did you know that kids in Japan and western Europe throw 
away less trash than kids in the United States? 

When our Bluff Road Landfill is full in 2026, it will be the largest 
man-made structure in Lancaster County.  It will be 170 acres 
in size and rise to a height of 150 feet.

You can help shrink the landfill by not throwing away as much stuff.
You can make two choices within each circle in the maze.  Make a good 
choice, and you'll see the landfill shrink.  Make the wrong choice, and 
you'll dead-end in a trash pile when you exit each circle.

You've made the

right choices,

reduced waste

and helped to shrink 

the landfill. 

CONGRATULATIONS!



Match the Water-Saving Tip to

Water Wisdom hoRAce says:
Conserve Water...Save Cents...

the Amount of Water Saved It's Good for the Environment Too

2. Use a hose nozzle 
and turn off the 
water while you 
wash your car or 
bike and save this 
much water.

1. Turn off the 
water while you 
brush your teeth, 
and you’ll keep 
this much water 
from going down 
the drain.

3. You’ll save this 
much water if you 
time your shower to 
keep it under five 
minutes.

5. If you turn off the 
shower while you 
shampoo, how many 
gallons will you 
save?

4. Use a broom 
instead of a hose to 
wash off driveways 
and sidewalks, and 
save this much water.

a. More than 50
gallons a week.

b. Up to 80 
gallons every time.

c. Four gallons 
every minute.

d. More than 
100 gallons

e. Up to 1000
gallons a month.

Answer:1.(c)2.(d)3.(e)4.(b)5.(a)
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ACRE FOOT

AQUIFER

CONSERVATION

CONTAMINATION

DELTA

DEPLETION

DRAINAGE BASIN

EROSION

ESTUARY

FLOODPLAIN

GROUNDWATER

HEADWATERS

HYDROLOGIC CYCLE

INFILTRATION

POLLUTANT

QUALITY

QUANTITY

RECHARGE

RIVER

RUNOFF

SATURATION ZONE

SURFACE WATER

TRIBUTARY

WATERSHED

WATER TABLE

WATER WORD HUNT
Words can be found forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.

Don't pour anything in a gutter or down a storm 
drain that you wouldn't want to swim in.

Keep your neighborhood free of litter.

Don't overuse fertilizers or pesticides.

Recycle motor oil and antifreeze.

Pick up pet waste and dispose of it properly.

A watershed may also be called a drainage basin.  Rain 
or snow melt can flow on top of the ground as runoff or
soak into the ground. When surface water flows on top 
of the ground as runoff, it travels to ditches, gullies, 
creeks, streams, ponds, lakes, rivers and eventually to 
the ocean.  When water soaks into the ground, it is called 
infiltration and becomes groundwater. Groundwater
recharges or adds water to the aquifer, which supplies 
the water that we drink.  Sometimes when it rains very 
hard, thers is too much water to soak in or to be carried 
away in streams and rivers. At those times, an area near 
the stream or river called the floodplain will store the 
water until it can flow downstream or soak into the 
ground. Floodplains may also have wetlands which 
remove pollution and help to maintain the aquifer.

Groundwater can become contaminated with
pollutants such as fertilizers and pesticides, chemicals 
from factories and other illegally dumped waste.  Some 
people are careless or intentionally dump these 
pollutants into a gutter or storm drain inlet. Signs like 
"No Dumping - Leads to Stream" are on storm drain 
inlets to remind people not to pollute.

What can your family do to help keep stormwater runoff 
and groundwater free of pollutants?

What is a Watershed?
A watershed is an area of land 

where water drains downhill to the 

lowest point.

During the summer, the 
Lincoln Water System can 
deliver more than 80 
million gallons a day of 
water.  On hot days, more 
than half of the water 
delivered to Lincoln is used 
outside, mostly for watering 
lawns.

Can you guess the first 
place Horace looks to save 
water in Lincoln? If you 
guessed "lawn watering," 
you are right! For an 
average home in Lincoln 
with lawn sprinklers, more 
than 60,000 gallons of 
water are used to water the 
lawn.

INSIDE

Stop leaks in sinks and 
toilets. If the toilet makes 
noise, it might be leaking.

If your toilet was purchased 
prior to 1994, use a water 
saver device in your toilet 
tank.

Don't use the toilet as a 
wastebasket for bugs, 
tissue and other trash.

Don't run water when 
brushing your teeth.

Limit showers to five 
minutes or less.

Wash only full loads of 
laundry and adjust water 
levels to the amount of 
clothes.

Keep drinking water 
refrigerated rather than 
running the tap to get
cold water.

OUTSIDE

Water the lawn early in 
cool part of the day.

Don't water on windy days.

Water your lawn only
when dry.

Measure your sprinkler 
output, and know how 
much water is needed for 
the type of grass that you 
have. Most people over- 
water their lawns.

Adjust sprinklers so they 
don't water sidewalks, 
drives or streets.

Sweep the garage or 
driveway instead of
using water.

Don't let the hose run when 
washing the car.

Use mulch or compost 
around plants and gardens 
to keeps plants from
drying out.



Air SamplingAir Sampling

ACROSS
1. Our state insect, it makes honey. It and its wild

relatives are important for pollinating flowers.
2. This legless reptile eats lots of mice and voles.
3. Our state flower, it provides food and shelter for 

many insects.
4. Our state bird, it nests in tall grasses, eats insects 

and has a beautiful  song.
5. This common insect eats grass.
6. Our state grass, it grows in bunches and turns a 

pretty rust color in fall.

DOWN
1. This mammal is a fierce fighter and a skilled

digger. It eats other animals.
2. This huge mammal eats grass and has horns.
3. This small falcon has black stripes under its eyes 

and likes to eat grasshoppers.
4. This tall yellow flower has seeds that many 

animals like to eat (including humans!)
5. This small mammal eats seeds, has a long tail, and 

is an important part of the prairie food chain.

DOWN
1.badger
2.bison
3.kestrel
4.sunflower
5.deermouse

ACROSS
1.bee
2.bullsnake
3.goldenrod
4.meadowlark
5.grasshopper
6.littlebluestem

Visit pioneers park nature center
TO see these plants
and animals and
many more

1. Draw one-inch square boxes on the sheet of paper.

2. Attach the paper to a tree using the tacks or pins, or to the 
outside of a building or fence using the masking tape.

3. Cover the entire paper with  jelly.petroleum

4. Leave the paper in place for at least a day.

5. Look at how much dust or soot is collected on the paper. If 
you have a magnifying glass, you can try to count the pieces.

6. Record how much dust or soot there was in each square inch 
of the paper. This activity will tell you how much dust or soot 
there was per inch in the air that day.

You can make several of these charts. Label each with a name 
or number. Put them in different places in your yard. You can 
put one on the north side of a tree and a second on the south 
side. Record where you put each chart. Were there any 
differences in how much dust or soot was collected on
each chart?

Scientists constantly measure and test air quality. They use 
many tools to find out what is in the air we breathe.  One 
tool they use tests to find out if there are small pieces of 
dust or soot in the air.  These pieces of dust or soot can 
make people sick it they breathe them. You can make a tool 
that is like the one scientists use.

Supplies:
Sheet of clean, plain white paper or

white graph paper

Pen, pencil, or other marker

Tacks, pins, masking tape

Petroleum jelly

Magnifying glass (optional)






